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GSA Transfers the Durward G. Hall Federal Building in 

Joplin, Missouri to Not-for-Profit Community Action Agency
U.S. Congressman Roy Blunt, Joplin Mayor Richard Russell and Jasper County Presiding Commissioner Danny Hensley celebrate the new home of the Economic Security Corporation of Southwest Area.

JOPLIN, MO – The U.S. General Services Administration Heartland Region is excited to announce the transfer of the Durward G. Hall Federal Building to the Economic Security Corporation of Southwest Area (ESC).  In a ceremony held at the Hall Building on Friday May 31, 2002, GSA Heartland Regional Administrator Brad Scott officially turned the building over to ESC Chief Executive Officer John Joines. The ESC will use the building to house the Homeless Coalition and Community Development Programs that direct a number of homeless services for individuals and families throughout Jasper and Newton counties.    

GSA classified the Hall Federal Building as “surplus federal property,” thus beginning the process of transferring the property, at no cost, to local governments or not-for-profit agencies.  After local governments declined the invitation to obtain the building, the ESC, with the support of Congressman Roy Blunt, successfully petitioned to take ownership of the building.

The transfer of the Hall Federal Building to the ESC, with the support of Congressman Roy Blunt, is another example of the positive impact resulting from the collaboration of GSA, Congressional leadership and concerned private citizens that works to continue a long tradition of successful public service.  “This landmark structure will now serve a new role as a focal point for those who need help from government sponsored programs including housing, early childhood education, and women’s health care throughout Southwest Missouri,” Blunt said.

ESC CEO John Joines added, “The Hall Building allows us to house many of the 35 not-for-profit service programs that serve Jasper and Newton Counties under one roof with plenty of room for future expansion.  The Hall Building is a perfect fit for our long-term office needs.  Housing the numerous programs in one place will allow us to provide the services that so many low-income families need in a more efficient manner.  Although the mission of the Hall Building has changed, it will continue to serve those in need throughout the two-county area.”  

During the course of fulfilling its mission, GSA places great importance on historic preservation and being a good neighbor to the communities with a Federal office presence.  Throughout the entire planning process GSA has insisted that the agreement with the ESC have covenants ensuring that the historic integrity of the building is maintained.  Furthermore, public-private cooperation is fundamental to GSA’s Good Neighbor Policy. Through this policy, GSA seeks opportunities to partner with communities and the private sector to help make better places to live and work for all citizens.  

GSA Heartland Regional Administrator Brad Scott affirmed, “We managed this building for its owners, the American taxpayer.  We have a responsibility for its upkeep, its mission, and its overall contribution to the community.  When we determined that the Hall Building would better benefit the taxpayer if it were utilized differently, we actively sought a better situation for the building.  It is a testament to the many people who worked to complete this transaction from GSA, Congressman Blunt’s office, the ESC, and Health and Human Services, that the Hall Building will carry-on its history of public service to the people of Southwest Missouri. “

####

___________________________________________________________________________

1500 E. Bannister Road     Kansas City, MO  64131     www.gsa.gov


