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Cape Girardeau and GSA Celebrate “Building Foundations for Justice” at a Ceremony on the Site of the Future U.S. Courthouse

The Honorable Stephen N. Limbaugh, Sr. was the keynote speaker and U.S. Representative Jo Ann Emerson was the featured speaker at a kick-off celebration for the future U.S. Courthouse in Cape Girardeau, Missouri.

CAPE GIRARDEAU, MO – On July 29, 2002, the U.S. General Services Administration Heartland Region hosted a celebration to announce plans to proceed with the construction of a modern and secure U.S. Courthouse in Cape Girardeau. To acknowledge this progress GSA, along with the City of Cape Girardeau and the Cape Girardeau Chamber of Commerce, held a ceremony entitled “Building Foundations for Justice.” GSA Heartland Regional Administrator Bradley M. Scott was joined at the site of the future courthouse, located at 555 Independence Street, by a host of dignitaries and civic leaders who collectively have worked to help this important project move forward.

Both Judge Limbaugh and Representative Emerson stressed the importance of this future U.S. Courthouse to the people of Cape Girardeau and all of the communities of Southeast Missouri.  "There has been a huge amount of litigation in the last 50 years in Southeast Missouri," Judge Limbaugh said. "That's going to increase. This courthouse is desperately needed."  Judge Limbaugh, the keynote speaker, also spoke of the symbolic importance of the courthouse in a community.  He noted that the courthouse is the focal point of the community, standing as a lasting monument to liberty and America’s history of freedom.

GSA Regional Administrator Scott echoed Limbaugh’s sentiments and underscored the significance of this opportunity. “The courthouse embodies the character of a community,” affirmed Scott.  “For this reason, GSA emphasizes the importance of communication and dialogue with the people of Cape Girardeau throughout the course of this project.  The exchange of ideas helps to ensure that the essence of the people of Southeast Missouri comes through in the strength of the architecture of the future U.S. Courthouse.”

GSA places great importance on our role as responsible stewards of the American taxpayer and we endeavor to serve as a “good neighbor” to the communities in which there is a federal presence.  Including citizens of Cape Girardeau in the Source Selection Committee that will choose the design team to lead this project helps GSA in this effort. The committee consists of key GSA personnel, Judge Stephen Limbaugh, Sr., representing the Courts, and Cape Girardeau Chamber of Commerce President, John Mehner.  

Dignitaries who spoke at the ceremony include:

· The Honorable Jay B. Knudtson, 
Mayor, City of Cape Girardeau, Missouri

· John Mehner, President and CEO of the 
Cape Girardeau Chamber of Commerce 

· Tom Neumeyer, Southeast Missouri Coordinator, 
Office of United States Senator Jean Carnahan

· The Honorable Peter D. Kinder, 
President Pro Tem of the Missouri Senate, 
Representing Senator Christopher S. “Kit” Bond

· The Honorable Jo Ann Emerson, U.S. Representative, Missouri 8th Congressional District

· The Honorable Stephen N. Limbaugh, Sr., Senior Judge, United States District Court, 
Eastern District Missouri
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