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IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Tuesday, February 01, 2000

Contact: Bond Faulwell

(816) 926-7201

U.S. Courthouse Site Chosen in Cape Girardeau



The regional office of the General Services Administration (GSA) in Kansas City, Missouri is pleased to announce that a site has been selected for the new U.S. Courthouse in Cape Girardeau, Missouri.

Building Site:

The site, located within the Central Business District of Cape Girardeau, is in an area bounded by Independence Street, Merriwether Street, Frederick Street, and Middle Street.  The site is adjacent to City Hall on the east.  

The site has been supported by City and community groups as evidenced by public hearings, and is in conformance with the City’s planning objectives, surrounding land usage, and zoning requirements.

Glen W. (Woody) Overton, GSA Regional Administrator, issued the following statement about the site selection: “This recommendation begins an exciting time for both the Federal government and the city of Cape Girardeau.  Through GSA’s ‘Planning With Communities’ program, this project will provide the Federal Judiciary with space that is sorely needed, while at the same time it will help create a healthy, vibrant downtown area.  The Clinton-Gore Administration has focused on making our communities more livable by using Federal resources. This also honors the memory of former Congressman Bill Emerson, who was an outstanding public servant. The Federal Courthouse program is in full swing, and Cape Girardeau will benefit.”  Overton also praised U.S. Senator Christopher Bond, who helped in securing funding for the new courthouse.

Jo Ann Emerson, the U.S. Representative for Southern Missouri’s Eighth District, said the following about GSA’s approval of U.S. Courthouse site: “I am very pleased that the site investigation for the Cape Girardeau Courthouse has been completed.  Being close to other government buildings such as the federal building and the Cape Girardeau City offices, the new Courthouse site is certainly centrally located in the community.  My hope is that the process will move forward quickly to facilitate construction on the additional, and much needed, courtroom space and other agency offices.”

Building Description:

When complete, the Federally owned courthouse will provide 147,859 gross square feet of space, including 22 inside parking spaces and 120 outside parking spaces for the U.S. Courts and court-related agencies.  Dennis Miller, project manager, indicates that award of the building design contract will occur this spring.  The construction award will occur in late 2001 or early 2002, depending upon congressional authorization.
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