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GSA Receives Prestigious Environmental Award from White House

KANSAS CITY, MO

The Closing the Circle Award is the Federal Government’s premiere environmental award.  Managed by the White House Task Force on Recycling, these awards recognize advancements in waste prevention, recycling and the development of environmentally preferable products and services.

The General Services Administration’s Kansas City office won two of the 26 awards presented, and received one honorable mention.  Competition included over 200 nominations from 16 Federal agencies.  

About the winners:

GSA’s Federal Supply Service (FSS) received recognition for its initiative to eliminate environmentally toxic chromium coatings from hand tools.  The team included a hand tool manufacturer, a scientist and commercial representatives of the National Standards Committee.  After developing test criteria for alternate coatings on tool handles, the team worked with representatives of the US Army, Air Force and Navy to identify operational requirements for tools used in sever environmental conditions.  This enabled the team to conduct extensive and comprehensive performance tests on alternative coatings.  The Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) Aerospace Committee on Handtools, has since incorporated these requirements into national standards.  Today, Seventy Five percent of all hand tools purchased by GSA are manufactured with this new environmentally safe coating.

The second award went to Public Buildings Service (PBS) employees Ed Simon, Bill Reger, Madelynn Garffie, Perry Boeschen, Kevin Santee, and George Gourse for their development of a plan to implement environmentally sensitive design practices in the Heartland Region.  Their plan outlines the necessary steps to make building planning and design, new construction, leases, and repair and alteration projects more environmentally friendly. 

Roger Larson, another GSA employee, won Honorable Mention for his submittal about a Guard Station constructed of agriboard, a composite building material made of recycled wheat straw.  

Photo and Interview opportunities with any of the project team members can be made available to the press.
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