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Local U.S. Courthouse wins International Building Award

Kansas City, Kansas – 

The Building Owners and Managers Association (BOMA) “Office Building of the Year” award was presented to the U.S. General Services Administration’s (GSA) Robert J. Dole U.S. Courthouse located at 500 State Avenue in Kansas City, Kansas.  The award was presented to GSA during the BOMA Annual Convention in San Diego, California on June 20, 2000.  The Dole Courthouse won the “Government Building” category, competing against other government buildings throughout the world.

Building Information:

The Robert J. Dole U.S. Courthouse is owned by the citizens of the United States and operated by GSA’s Heartland Region, headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri.  The building was constructed in 1994 to house the United States Courts.  The eight-story building contains over 270,000 gross square feet of space.

The Dole Courthouse is the first Federal project of its kind to promote the “shared courtroom” concept, which groups judicial suites on separate floors and courtroom spaces.  This arrangement optimizes building space efficiency and reduces overall project costs.

Award Competition:

BOMA’s “Office Building of the Year” award was created in 1985 to salute excellence in the office building industry. Today, it remains the most prestigious and comprehensive program of its kind in commercial real estate, recognizing quality in office buildings and awarding excellence in office building management.  Buildings must first compete at the Local and Regional levels before they can qualify for the BOMA International competition.  The category for Government Buildings was established in 1991.

Comments:

After hearing about the award—which was the second for GSA’s Heartland Region in the past five years—Heartland Regional Administrator Glen “Woody” Overton stated, “I am very proud of the Heartland Region.  An award like this is testament to a Federal Government that is committed to working better and more efficiently than ever.”
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