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IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Tuesday, April 13, 1999

Contact: Woody Overton

(816)  926-7201

GSA, Nation’s Largest Federal Landlord,

to Showcase New EPA Lease in KCK



The General Services Administration (GSA), in partnership with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), will showcase the new leased EPA Regional Office building in Kansas City, Kansas, on Thursday, April 15, 1999.  The agencies will be conducting walk-throughs of the new facility as a kick-off to Earth Week 1999.   The activities will begin at 11:00am this Thursday at the site of the new EPA facility, 5th Street between Minnesota and Armstrong Streets, Kansas City, Kansas.

 Building Description:

The leased building offers over 200,000 square feet of space in a new five-story structure.  The focal point of the building is a four-story atrium which will provide natural light throughout the facility.  From the use of this natural lighting to the use of recycled materials in the construction process, the building keeps with both EPA’s and GSA’s environmental missions by being a “green building.”  The building has already gained attention through its receipt of the 3rd Annual GSA Environmental Award, as well as being nominated for the White House “Closing the Circle” Award.

A new 10 year lease with the government sparked the new build-to-suit structure upon a site donated by the City of Kansas City, Kansas.  Lessor Koll Real Estate Group of Dallas, Texas, will have the building ready for occupancy in June 1999.  The EPA will be moving nearly 700 employees from its current location at 726 Minnesota, also in Kansas City, Kansas.

Other Dignitaries and Details:

The walk-through of the new building will be led off by GSA Regional Administrator Woody Overton, EPA Regional Administrator Dennis Grams, and Tim Ealey from Koll Construction.  Projects like this in which federal requirements dovetail with local revitalization goals are at the heart of the administration’s Good Neighbor program.  The cooperation between all interested parties will allow Kansas City, Kansas, to cap off a 20 year plan to reinvest in the downtown east side.  In addition, the “green” qualities of this new facility display both the cost-effectiveness and environmental goals that GSA and EPA hold within their missions.  The media are invited to join Regional Administrators Overton and Grams, Koll Construction’s Tim Ealey, and all their guests at this important ceremony on April 15, 1999.
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