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IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Saturday, April 17, 1999

Contact: Linda Phillips

(816) 823-4919

Thomas F. Eagleton U.S. Courthouse

Mold Test Results Released


The General Services Administration (GSA) has conducted independent testing of mold discovered in the Thomas F. Eagleton U.S. Courthouse currently under construction at 111 South 10th Street, St. Louis, Missouri.  GSA retained the services of Air Quality Sciences Services (AQSS) of Atlanta, Georgia, to perform an evaluation of the mold conditions and air sampling analysis.  In addition to various dust samples, the analysis included testing of over thirty-five air samples in and around the building, fifteen cell-o-tape samples and three bulk insulation samples. 

Dr. Phillip Morey of AQSS headed the analysis team.  GSA's Regional Administrator, Glen "Woody" Overton said of Dr. Morey, "He is nationally recognized as an expert in moldy building problems.  Dr. Morey is an author of definitive information on Stachybotrys (one type of mold found in the courthouse), and serves on a national panel for developing fungi control and cleaning guidelines.  I am very confident of his findings."   Stachybotrys is a mold that is commonly found in flood-damaged buildings.

AQSS found low concentrations of Stachybotrys in some indoor air samples. AQSS indicated that normal construction activities could continue in the Eagleton Courthouse.  However, settled dust still needs to be removed from those areas where visibly moldy wallboard had previously been removed from water damaged areas.  Additionally, Morse Diesel International, Inc. (MDI) has informed GSA that 26 people were tested by their physician and were found to have no harmful effects due to the mold.

In their report, AQSS made the following recommendations for cleaning and follow-up work:

1. Remove fine settled dusts from floor and other surfaces in rooms and adjacent areas where visible fungal growth had been previously remediated.  This cleaning should be accomplished by using a high efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filter vacuum cleaner plus damp wiping of non-pourous surfaces.

2. Remove fine dust from the HVAC system by HEPA vacuum cleaning plus damp wiping.  (AQSS is currently conducting additional sampling to determine whether or not this recommendation must stand.)

3. Remove any remaining surfaces or materials colonized by fungi.  This includes wall cavity surfaces of gypsum board in areas where the paper fiber surface was or had been visually colonized on the side facing the occupied spaces.

4. Follow standard literature for removal of visible fungal (mold) growth from interior surfaces.  This literature includes the New York City (1993), Health Canada (1995), and International Society of Indoor Air Quality (1996) guidelines, plus the 1999 American Conference of Governmental Industrial Hygienists book on Assessment and Control of Bioaerosols.

5. Perform sampling for fungi in the air (culture and spore trap) and in dusts after cleaning has been completed and also prior to occupancy of the Courthouse.  The kinds of fungi found in the indoor air and in settled dusts should be similar to those fungi found outdoors 

GSA has provided the report and its recommendations for additional cleaning to MDI, the general contractor constructing the courthouse.  MDI has assured GSA that they are implementing Dr. Morey’s recommendations.  GSA will monitor findings closely to ensure a safe, clean environment is provided for current construction activities as well as future tenants.  GSA is strongly committed to making the building environmentally safe and secure for all construction workers and future tenants.  Dr. Morey, AQSS, is pleased with GSA’s response to their report and recommendations, and is looking forward to working with GSA to help ensure a normal (non-problem) building for future occupancy.
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